The Arc that Bends Toward Justice

Requires an Accelerator:
Engaged Learning as the Bridge to Civic Engagement

Troy Duster, PhD “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” This famous
Chancellor’s Professor quotation—a Martin Luther King Jr. paraphrase of Theodore Parker—evokes one of

. . . . the most inspiring images in the history of ideas and has provided a ray of hope durin
University of California, Berkeley . prins mase R provideda ray of hope during
periods of setback in various struggles to achieve a more just society. Yet, it can also

Emeritus Silver Professor convey a sense of inevitability that may generate passivity about long-term outcomes,
New York University impeding civic engagement. Frederick Douglass’s authoritative articulation of

politics offers a more engaged—and more realistic—vision of the struggle for justice.
Thursday, October 10, 2013 “Power concedes nothing without demand,” he said; “it never did, and it never will.”
6:30 p-m. - 8:30 p-m. While civic engagement is the fundamental element of democracy, our colleges and
UIC Student Center E ast, Rm 302 universities are ill-equipped and neither motivated nor rewarded for preparing students

for such engagement. We know that students learn best not by rote acquisition of texts
75(_) S. Halsted St. — but when they are “engaged” in the process of acquiring knowledge. And here lies
Chlcago, IL 60607 a potential bridge to civic engagement — not the teaching of “civics courses” — but the
demonstration of engaged learning. Examples abound, from the Innocence Project to
Edible Education.

Troy Duster is Chancellor’s Professor at the Warren Institute on Law and Social
Policy, University of California, Berkeley — and he is Emeritus Silver Professor

of Sociology, New York University. He is the past-president of the American
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His relevant books and monographs include Cultural Perspectives on Biological
Knowledge (co-edited with Karen Garrett) and Backdoor to Eugenics, (2nd ed, 2003).
Recent publications include, “Ancestry Testing and DNA: Uses, Limits—and Caveat
Emptor,” in S. Krimsky and K. Sloan, eds., Race and the Genetic Revolution: Science,
Myth and Culture, New York: Columbia U. Press, 2010; “The Visions and Divisions
of American Sociology,” with Craig Calhoun and Jonathan Van Antwerpen, The ISA
Handbook on Diverse Sociological Traditions (2009); and the American Sociological
Association presidential address: “Comparative Perspectives and Competing
Explanations: Taking on the Newly Configured Reductionist Challenge to Sociology,”
American Sociological Review, 2006, 71 (February:1-15).

Presented by: UIC GREAT CITIES UIC Institute for Policy and
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS CIVIC En a ement
AT CHICAGO |NST|TUTE e COLLEGE OF UgBA%PLANNING & PUBLIC AFFAIRS
UNIVERSITYHL!II& |nSt|tUte for ResearCh H UNIVERSITYBL!I& Department UIc SOC'AL JUST'CE
woices on Race and Public P0||Cy wrcnicas Of Somology UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS |N|T|AT|VE
COLLEGE OF URBAN PLANNING & PUBLIC AFFAIRS COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS & SCIENCES AT CHICAGO

To request disability accomodations, please contact Christiana Kinder, Great Cities Institute, (312) 996-8700, christia@uic.edu



