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The political and economic crises that rage around the 
world cannot be attributed to simply a “great recession” The 
global system is in a deep crisis that has appeared historically 
again and again. David Ranney lays out the source of this 
“new world disorder” and explains its historical precedents. 
He then raises critical questions about the future. Players 
around the world are lining up to knock the U.S. out of 
its self-proclaimed position as “the most powerful nation 
on earth.” What are some possible outcomes? Are we 
doomed to live through a long period of narrow political 
bickering, a deteriorating environment, declining living 
standards, permanent war, and government surveillance? 
Will super global corporations enforce a new and possibly 
brutal form of capitalism that is removed from the reach 
of any particular government? Will we see the frightening 
emergence of 21st Century fascism? Or will we find a 
way toward a global system based on liberty, equality and 
environmental sustainability that aims to meet the needs of 
humanity and the planet?

David Ranney is Professor Emeritus in the College of Urban 
Planning and Public Affairs at the University of Illinois 
Chicago. He received his BA degree at Dartmouth College 
and his PhD at Syracuse University. Professor Ranney 
has also been a factory worker, a labor and community 
organizer and an activist academic.  He is the author of 
four books and numerous articles and monographs on 
issues of employment, labor and community organizing 
and U.S. trade policy.  In addition to his writing, he gives 
lectures on economic policy and politics and also finds 
time to be an actor and director in a small community 
theatre. He is married and has a son, daughter in law and 
two granddaughters. He splits his time between Chicago, 
Illinois and Washington Island, Wisconsin. 
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�e political and economic crises that rage around the world cannot be 
attributed to simply a “great recession.” �e global system is in a deep 
crisis that has appeared historically again and again. David Ranney lays 
out the source of this “new world disorder,” explains its historical prec-
edents, then raises critical questions about the future. 

Players around the world are lining up to knock the U.S. out of its 
self-proclaimed position as “the most powerful nation on earth.” What 
are some possible outcomes? Are we doomed to live through a long 
period of narrow political bickering, a deteriorating environment, 
declining living standards, permanent war, and government surveil-
lance? Will super global corporations enforce a new and possibly brutal 
form of capitalism that is removed from the reach of any particular 
government? Will we see the frightening emergence of 21st Century 
fascism? Or will we �nd a way toward a global system based on liberty, 
equality and environmental sustainability that aim to meet the needs 
of humanity and the planet?
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Ranney again captures with precision and acumen the 
factors underlying today’s economic challenges. Placing the 

crisis of value at the center of his analysis, he forces us to ask, 
“What kind of world do we want to live in?”

Teresa Córdova, Ph.D., Director
Great Cities Institute, University of Illinois, Chicago
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http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/gci/whatwedo/eventsarchive/events1314/Fall_Lineup_RealTimeChicago.pdf

