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The population loss experienced by the state of Illinois in recent years has been of interest to policy makers, 
researchers, Illinois residents, and the media, all of whom have sought explanations for why the state is losing 
population in recent years. Among the most often cited explanations for the state’s declining population are:
•	 The tax burdens of Illinois residents, ranking ninth highest out of 50 states.1

•	 The business taxation schemes that result in an “unfriendly” business climate.
•	 The deterioration of the physical condition and social fabric of neighborhoods.
•	 An underfunded educational system.
•	 Changes in the types and locations of jobs, with few middle-income employment options, that have limited 

opportunity across the state. 

While these explanatory factors have been debated, few have examined where within Illinois the population loss is 
occurring and compared the recent population trend of Illinois to other states. This fact sheet seeks to provide recent 
data to further our understanding of where the population loss in Illinois is occurring and compare Illinois to other 
states in the U.S. This fact sheet provides yearly population figures from 2010 to 2018, comparing population change 
in Illinois to other states, examining population change in individual counties in Illinois, and examining population 
change in all the counties in the continental U.S. 

Population Loss in Illinois, 2010-2018
•	 Illinois lost 99,682 residents from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018, a decline of .78%. 
•	 The Illinois population loss of 99,682 residents from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018 was larger than any other state in 

absolute number, but trailed West Virginia in the percent of population lost. During that period, the population 
of West Virginia declined -2.61% while the population of Illinois declined .78%. 

•	 In the period from 2010 to 2018, Illinois largest population loss occurred from 2013 to 2018 when the state lost 
157,189 residents. The population in Illinois grew slightly from 2010 to 2013, peaking in 2013 at 12,898,269. 

•	 The population loss in Illinois from 2013 to 2018 of 157,189 amounted to a loss of 1.22% of the state’s population. 
During that same period, the only other states to lose population were Connecticut (-.62%) and West Virginia 
(-2.59%)

Population Gain by State, 2010-2018
•	 California, Florida, and Texas had the largest population increases from 2010 to 2018, with California increasing 

by 2,236,142, Florida increasing by 2,453,540, and Texas increasing by 3,459,166. Those increases amounted to 
5.99% in California, 13.02% in Florida, and 13.70% in Texas. 

•	 Nine states and the District of Colombia had population percent increases of more than 10%. The District of 
Columbia increased 16.09% (+97,360), Utah increased 13.90% (+385,771), Texas increased 13.70% (+3,459,166), 
Florida increased 13.02% (+2,453,540), Colorado increased 12.82% (+647,283), North Dakota increased 12.65% 
(+85,367), Nevada increased 12.28% (+331,928), Arizona increased 11.92% (+763,872), Washington increased 
11.76% (+792,689), and Idaho increased 11.68% (+183,435). 

1 https://wallethub.com/edu/states-with-highest-lowest-tax-burden/20494/

https://wallethub.com/edu/states-with-highest-lowest-tax-burden/20494/
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Population Change in Illinois by County, 2010-2018
•	 Nine of 102 Counties in Illinois had population increases from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. Five of those counties 

were located in the Chicago metropolitan area, two in central Illinois, and two in southern Illinois.  
•	 From July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018, Kane County increased 18,072, Will County increased 13,492, Kendall County 

increased 12,538, DuPage County increased 10,560, Champaign County increased 8,442, McLean County 
increased 3,018, Monroe County increased 1,338, Grundy County increased 820, and Williamson County 
increased 624.  
•	 Those population increased amounted to a 10.87% increase in Kendall County, a 4.19% increase in 

Champaign County, a 4.05% increase in Monroe County, a 3.50% increase in Kane County, a 1.99% increase 
in Will County, a 1.78% increase in McLean County, a 1.63% increase in Grundy County, a 1.15% increase 
in DuPage County, and a .94% increase in Williamson County. 

•	 The 10 counties that lost the largest number of population from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018 were Cook County 
(-18,673), Winnebago County (-11,007), St. Clair County (-9,283), Macon County (-6,072), Peoria County 
(-5,600), Madison County (-4,885), Vermillion County (-4833), LaSalle County (-4,386), Rock Island County 
(-4,139), and Kankakee County (-3,395). 

•	 Of those 10 counties that lost the largest number of population from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018, 8 of those 
counties contained small to large Illinois cities. These counties, and cities contained in them include:
•	 Cook County, which contains Chicago.
•	 Winnebago County, which contains Rockford.
•	 St. Clair County, which contains East St. Louis and Bellville.
•	 Macon County, which contains Decatur.
•	 Peoria County, which contains Peoria. 
•	 Madison County, which contains Edwardsville.
•	 Rock Island County, which contains Rock Island, Moline, and East Moline. 
•	 Kankakee County, which contains Kankakee

•	 The 10 counties that lost the largest percent of population from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018 were primarily in 
southern and western Illinois and included Alexander County (-26.15%), Pulaski County (-10.76%), Cass 
County (-10.10%), Hardin County (-9.45%), Gallatin County (-9.26%), Stark County (-9.10%), Marshall County 
(-8.67%), Henderson County (-8.63%), Massac County (-8.45%), and Schuyler County (-8.33%). 
•	 Alexander County’s population loss of 26.15% is the highest in the United States. 
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Population Change by County in the U.S., 2010-2018
•	 Illinois had three of the top 16 counties that lost the largest number of residents from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018. 

Those counties were Cook County (-18,672, 3rd most in the U.S.), Winnebago County (11,007, 15th), and St. Clair 
County (9,283, 16th). 

•	 The top 6 counties that lost the most population from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018 contained notable large 
and mid-sized ‘rust belt’ cities that experienced substantial deindustrialization. Those counties and the cities 
contained in them include:
•	 Wayne County, Michigan, which lost the most population (-61,262) of any U.S. county and contains Detroit, 

Michigan;
•	 Cuyahoga County, Ohio lost the second most population (-34,239) and contains Cleveland, Ohio;
•	 Cook County, Illinois lost the third most population (-18,673) and contains Chicago, Illinois;
•	 The city of Baltimore, which is considered a county equivalent in Maryland lost the 4th most population 

(-18,510);
•	 Genesee County lost the fifth most population (18,059) and contains Flint, Michigan; and
•	  The city of St. Louis, which is considered a county equivalent in Missouri lost the 6th most population 

(-16,480). 

Data Source: Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for the United States, Regions, States, U.S. Census Bureau.
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Population Change by Census Region in the U.S., 2010-2018
•	 The U.S. population increased 11,109,707 from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018.
•	 All four census regions in the continental U.S. gained population from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2018.

•	 The Northeast had the smallest population increase and percent population increase, increasing 203,256 or .4%.
•	 The Midwest grew the third most by population count and percent increase, growing 744,609 or 1.1%
•	 The West grew the second most by population and percent increase, growing 3,801,138 or 5.1%
•	 The South grew the most by population and percent increase, growing 6,360,704 or 5.4%
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